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Message from the Artistic Directors
WELCOME!!!! Theatre Gigante’s staff, performers, technical crew, and the Board
of Directors are so happy to see you here in 508 Theatre at our 2021-2022 Season
opener. Words cannot describe how nice it is to be together with you again – live
and in a real theatre – so, thank you for attending today’s production of Nosferatu
w/Little Bang Theory. What a gift!
We thought long and hard about the 2021-22 season (our 34th), and what it means
to us to be back together with you, again. So, we decided to focus all the fall/winter
productions around the various fall/winter holidays … to celebrate! Especially
since, last year, we had to spend them quietly and somewhat alone – we are
pleased now to be able to celebrate in a bigger, louder, and more unique way!
Nosferatu w/Little Bang Theory is first on the roster as a Halloween celebration –
and what better way to celebrate Halloween than with one of the best toy bands
and vampire films ever?!?
Mark and I are particularly thrilled to present this production as our season opener
because we are enamored with Little Bang Theory. And when we find something
so innovative, unique, and delightful, we immediately want to share it with you.
This is Little Bang Theory’s third performance with Theatre Gigante and some of
you may remember the other two: Animated Films by Ladislaw Starewicz and the
beautiful silent film, Laugh Clown Laugh.
Little Bang Theory is otherwise based in Detroit/Ann Arbor, Michigan and is a trio
that performs on toys and tiny instruments, featuring artists Frank Pahl, Terri
Sarris, and Doug Shimmin. The brainchild of Frank, Little Bang Theory’s musical
explorations are performed entirely on children’s instruments and toys. The three
exquisite musicians are constantly picking up new instruments, so the music is
constantly shifting. It's not unusual for someone to be playing a melodica with one
hand, a metallophone with the other, and stomping on percussion, or Frank to be
magnificently whistling, and Terri and Doug soulfully and hauntingly vocalizing.
Today they will perform a graceful and original score by Frank accompanying the
most famous vampire movie in history. This classic silent German Expressionist
film from 1922 is directed by F.W. Murnau, starring Max Schreck as Count Orlok.
So, German Expressionism and toys … Nosferatu w/Little Bang Theory and
Theatre Gigante … what a perfect match!

So … Go quickly, travel safely, my young friend, to the land of ghosts. ... and enjoy
the show!
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Poster design and Theatre Gigante logo are designed by Todd Brei.

The photographing or recording of this performance is strictly forbidden.

the film
Nosferatu

directed by F.W. Murnau
(based on Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel Dracula.)

cast
Max Schreck as Count Orlok
Greta Schröder as Ellen

Gustav von Wagenheim as Thomas Hutter
Alexander Granach as Knock

the music
Little Bang Theory

composition by Frank Pahl

performed by
Frank Pahl
Terri Sarris

Doug Shimmin

This performance is made possible by



Excerpt from Roger Ebert's review (9/28/97)
To watch F.W. Murnau's Nosferatu (1922) is to see the vampire
movie before it had really seen itself. Here is the story of Dracula
before it was buried alive in clichés, jokes, TV skits, cartoons and
more than30other films. The film is inaweof itsmaterial. It seems
to really believe in vampires.

Nosferatu synopsis
The mysterious Count Orlok summons the real estate agent,
Thomas Hutter, to his remote Transylvanian castle in the
mountains. TheeerieOrlok seeks tobuyahousenearHutter and
his wife, Ellen. After Orlok reveals his vampire nature, Hutter
struggles to escape the castle, knowing that Ellen is in grave
danger. Meanwhile Orlok's servant, Knock, prepares for his
master to arrive at his new home.

According to actor Bill Nighy
The phenomenon of vampires has always appealed to me.
Everyone kind of likes a vampire story because it almost could be
true.



BIOGRAPHIES
About THEATRE GIGANTE
Now in its 34th year, Theatre Gigante enlivens the local
performance scene with its unique style of theatre. Gigante brings
original, eclectic, and unique productions to the stage and has a
strong history of dynamic collaborationswith locally, nationally, and
internationally known musicians, visual artists, composers, and
performers. BesidesMilwaukee, it has appeared in Chicago, NYC,
Boston, North Carolina, Iowa, Michigan, and Slovenia in the EU.
Critically acclaimed, this theatreof big ideas isexciting, challenging,
and fresh.
Artistic Directors Isabelle Kralj & Mark Anderson are first and
foremost storytellers, and they use their eclectic backgrounds to
bringmany styles and genres to their finished products. Their work
has an innovative signature style, combining and seamlessly
flowing back and forth between text, dialogue, movement, dance,
music, and, at times, video. Apart, and together, they have created
over 90 theatre pieces.

About Frank Pahl
Longtime Theatre Gigante collaborator Frank Pahl is a Michigan-based musician/
composer, working in several styles. He has performed throughout North America,
Europe, and Asia and has led several groups, including Only A Mother, Scavenger
Quartet, and Little Bang Theory. He has composed music for numerous dance and
theatre productions and, as a composer, is known for employing an arsenal of
instruments...traditional, non-traditional and homemade. He also builds and
exhibits automatic instruments. Frank’s fascination with, and collection of, toy
instruments developed into Little Bang Theory in 2005. He currently teaches
Sound Art at College for Creative Studies in Detroit.

About Terri Sarris
Terri Sarris is a media maker and educator who has created and taught courses
in experimental and documentary media, television and film production, and dance
on screen at the University of Michigan, for nearly thirty years. Her films, shot on
16mm, Super 8 film, and digital media, have screened at festivals and galleries
nationally and internationally. She is grateful to Isabelle, Mark, and Theatre
Gigante for their support of Little Bang Theory throughout the years.

About Doug Shimmin
Doug Shimmin has been banging, strumming and singing his way around the
metro Detroit area for more than 30 years. As a founding member of the award-
winning multi-ethnic group Immigrant Suns, Doug left behind his punk new



wave flavors for the old world. After a great run of touring and performing, he sat
down at a tiny table of toy instruments with friends Frank Pahl & Terri Sarris. From
there they created Little Bang Theory, and it’s been miniature magic ever sense.
During the pandemic Doug didn’t stop. Creating and co-producing two separate
quarantined collaborations that resulted in four releases: Covid Bros. (Essential
Works and 2nd Wave), and two releases with LBT bandmate Frank Pahl (Fingers
of Cheese and Lanscapes). All available on Bandcamp and some streaming
platforms.

About Katie Mitchell
This is Katie’s third production with Theatre Gigante. You may have seen her
onstage in Enemy of The People or perhaps in the wings when she stage-managed
Crave. In 2014, she received her B.F.A- Musical Theatre while living in the Blue
Ridge Mountains - relocating to MKE in 2018. Katie works locally as a theatre
technician and performer. She enjoys how Gigante’s hybrid formatting pushes her
to think more abstractly as an audience member, technician & performer.

About Sam Fitzwater-Butchart
Theatre Gigante’s resident Technical Director, Samuel Fitzwater-Butchart, is a
Milwaukee native who has worked for theater companies such as Skylight Music
Theatre, Next-Act Theatre, and Gigante. He currently also holds resident positions
with Three Crows Theatre (IL) where he has worked on Our Country’s Good,
Trojan Women, These Shining Lives, and with Open Door Theatre (VT) where he
has worked on Proof, My Mother’s 3 Mothers Past. For Theatre Gigante he has
worked on Metamorphosis, Tarzan, Spalding Gray: Stories Left To Tell, and
Crave, among others. Sam is thrilled to be working with Gigante again on
Nosferatu w/Little Bang Theory. You can find out Sam’s current projects at
@sfbsound on Instagram.

... and if we've forgotten anyone, please accept our apologies.

Theatre Gigante would like to thank the following individuals & organizations:

Todd Brei
Chuck Hill
Shepherd Express
David Luhrssen
UWM Peck School of Fine Arts
Randall Trumbull-Holper

Lisa Dickson
Phil Warren
Mischa Premeau
Rob Munger
Sound Check 4 Arts
Volunteer Ushers



Being a non-profit organization, Theatre Gigante needs the
support of individuals such as yourself.

If you would like to become a Contributor, Board Member,
and/or a Volunteer, please contact us at 414.961.6119

Or email us at gigante@theatregigante.org
To donate online, and for further information,

please visit our website at www.theatregigante.org

THEATRE GIGANTE
Board of Directors

Officers
Michael Stebbins

Kay Brogelman
Ann Pascavis

Mark Anderson

President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary

DirectorsJane Kaczmarek
Jane Kramer
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Scott Weil
Emeritus

Eve Lipchik
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$ 100 - $ 249
Alice Bernstein & Jack Couch

Helen Reich
Melissa Lewis & Alan Anderson

Mrs. Elisabeth Korosec
Andrea Wagoner & Roger Ruggeri

Russ Jankowski
Anonymous
L.D. Yorde

Janet Anderson & Allen Becker
Bob Druker

Art Blair
Mary Beth Waters & Sarah Christie
Donna & Paul Tanzer
Rachel & Dennis Hafemann
Carolyn White-Travanti & Leon Travanti
Cate Deicher & Clark Kaufman
Jane Kramer
David McIntosh
Jill Anna Ponasik & William Bradley
Joanne Lipo Zovic & Paul Zovic

$ 250 - $ 499
Herb Kohl Philanthropies

Rick Brewer
Dr. Pat Bachhuber

David Wagner
Anonymous

Dianne Anderson
Anonymous
Jeannee Sacken & Michael Briselli
Olivia & Chris Adams
Susan Mitten & Tom Hester

$ 500 - $ 999
Anne Landre & Charlie Dee

Dina & Joe Goode
Angela Jacobi

Jan Serr & John Shannon
Max Samson & Nancy Pinter

Peter Stathas
Elliot & Eve Lipchik
Jami & Joe Hanreddy
Corinthia VanOrsdol & Don Petersen
Rensenhouse Family Foundation

FRIENDS OF THEATRE GIGANTE

$ 5,000 - $ 9,999
United Performing Arts Fund Meyer & Norma Ragir Foundation

$ 2,500 - $ 4,999
Jane Kaczmarek

Bonnie & Jerry Welz
Hans Schwark

Anthony Flinn
Dr. Jane Hawes & Dr. David Shapiro

Thomas Simpson
Bob Balderson

Anonymous

Jack Simpson & Dian Gabriel
Scott Weil
Anonymous
Dr. Thom Bachhuber
Isabelle Kralj & Mark Anderson

$ 1,000 - $ 2,499

$ 10,000+
Sound Check 4 Arts



$ 100 - $ 249 cont.

Betty & Sandy Moffett
Sara RS & Howard Miller

David Flores
Cathleen Quandt & Patrick Sheahan

Peter Goldberg
Ken Hanson

Keith Fort
Hannah Klapperich-Mueller

Pampered Poultry
Pam Frautschi

Jean Roberts-Guequirre
Rebecca North & Adolph Paul

Leslie Fedorchuk & John Fitzgerald
Rob Sutherland

Frank Pahl & Terri Sarris
Anonymous
Peg Spear
Shari Tuska
Michael Stebbins
Leonard Sobczak
Robert M. Powell
Nancy & Gregg Ander
Ann Pascavis
Guy Klucevsek
Shawn Smith
Sam Fitzwater-Butchart
Anonymous
Leroy & Martha Stoner

$ 50 - $ 99
Danny Brylow

Anonymous
Patsy Tully & Dennis Darmek

Rose Balistreri & Bruce Murphy
David Ferrie

Melba Frey Zanoni
Debra Brehmer

Amanda & Nate Press
Judith Harway

Marc Darling
Suzette Nelson

Anonymous
Janet Lilly & Mark Steele

Whendi Grad

Patricia Monroe
Ceal & Tim Hunter
Pat Blommer & Tim Wallis
Viviana Zlochiver
Kay & Wayne Brogelman
Mary Cay Freiberg
Karen Morris-Cetin
Virgi Driscoll
Barret Kalter
Bob Waldner
Stephanie & Larry Govin-Matzat
Janica Yoder
Anonymous
Mrs. Susan Doornek

up to $ 49
Chuck Hill

Tom, Katie & Caitlin Heinen
Barbara Sem

Nancy Kritz
Anonymous

Wendy Morton
Melita Koletnik

Timothy Schmitz
Russel Evans

John DeBacher

Pam Schermer & James Wasley
Wendy Knox
Corliss Phillabaum
Julie Tarney
Flora Coker
Cynthia & George Thompson
Elna Hickson
Lydia LaGue
Barbara Jones
Pam & Bryan Crockett
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WITH YOUR HELP WE CAN SURVIVE!

JOIN OUR GROWING LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS TODAY.

Name

Address

City State Zip

email

amount enclosed

Would you like to be mentioned in the program?

Yes No

Please mail to: Theatre Gigante
P.O. Box 1999
Milwaukee WI 53201-1999

Thank you !!!



TheatreGigante isaNonprofitOrganization. Assuch, it receives funds
fromMilwaukee County CAMPAC; United Performing Arts Fund; the
Wisconsin Arts Boardwith funds from the State ofWisconsin and the
National Endowment for the Arts; and many Gigante Friends.

A gigantic thank you to these organizations & all individual donors!

SOUND CHECK 4 ARTS

State of Wisconsin Department of Administration
COVID-19 Cultural Organization Grant

Milwaukee County CARES for Arts & Culture Grant

Wisconsin Arts Board CARES Act Funding Program


